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As | write this Scotland has just held an election. Over the
last few weeks | have received countless pieces of mail
about various candidates and political parties. A key strategy
of many politicians is to build on the idea of hope, indicating
that if they are elected, they will bring about positive changes
that will improve our lives. There is nothing wrong with this,
but with all due respect to them and their best intentions to
improve things, real and enduring hope that will never disap-
pointis not found in people, it is only found in God.
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Recently | preached on 1 Peter 1:3 which says that God in His
great mercy has given us new birth into a “living hope”
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. That
idea really struck me, we have a living hope, not a dead one,
because we have a risen Saviour. Our hope is found in the
one who conquered death. In Romans 5:5 it speaks about the
hope we have in Jesus never putting us to shame, it will never
disappoint us. Our world is longing for hope, the assurance
that everything is going to be okay, thanks to God we can
have that hope, that confident expectation that God has all
things in control, and nothing can separate us from His love.

My father’s favourite hymn, especially when he was slowly
dying of cancer, was “It is well with my soul”. It was written by
Horatio Gates Spafford right after he suffered the tragic loss
of his children. The hymn begins, “When peace like a river
attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea-billows roll;
whatever my lot, you have taught me to say, itis well, it is well
with my soul.” We can know that peace that passes
understanding, we can know that hope that does not
disappoint, that living hope that comes from God. May we be
able to say, whatever

comes our way, that itis

indeed well with our soul, EAUE I5HE

for our hope isin Him. | | Pl

blessings,
OF THE WORLD
Rev Scott Daily



Hello everyone.

| am glad to say that the first few weeks of our working
together appear to have been a relatively pleasant experience
for many.

We are invited to be ‘all one in Christ Jesus’ and that should
be our main focus.

Regrettably | have heard of some things said that would have
been better not to have been said and some things done that
weren’t very wise nor were these very Christian either.

The main changes in our new process have been
administrative and those involved are a relatively small
number of our previous congregations. They appear to have
been enthusiastic and supportive in their new role and this
sounds positive.

Itis vital that we show our enthusiasm for the Church and for
the Kingdom of God. There should be no place for rivalry or
power seeking in the Church.

Where it exists it betrays the message of our Lord to love one
another and exhibits a very poor example to onlookers in our
communities.

Someone recently said to me It’s a shame that the Church
appears to be in terminal decline but when you hear how
some of its members treat one another is it surprising?’

Perhaps they are unaware of the fact that the Churchis a
place FOR sinners! We are all sinners which is why we need



the church, which is the Body of Christ, so badly.

Let us all try to put our Lord and Master at the centre of all we
do and let us all continue to pray for the hard work that is
being put in to the preparation of the document which should
be out very soon giving potential candidates for ministry a
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clear indication of the enthusiasm and excitement we all have
about the future as we seek to encourage those already within
the Kingdom of God and encourage those who are not to join
us.

Applications for the current Enquirers On Line Classes can be
made up until 17t May so please look out for possible
applicants. We are all invited to increase the Kingdom of God
so let’s keep on trying. Please also pray incessantly for this
venture.

Blessings and best wishes to all.

Rev Ken .

Locum minister St Lugar & New Cumnock



Dates for your Diary
May
Wednesday 27th - Fabric Committee, Trinity Hall 7pm

Thursday 28th - Parish Profile Group,
Trinity Hall 7pm
June

Monday 1st - Mission Committee, Lugar 7pm

Wednesday 3rd - Kirk Session Meeting,
St. Thomas™ Hall, Muirkirk 7pm

Saturday 6th - Gift Day, Cumnock

Sunday 7th - Communion, Lugar 9.45am
- Communion, New Cumnock 11.15am

Sunday 14th - Communion, Cumnock 10.30am
- Communion , Muirkirk 12noon

Wednesday 17th - Soup Lunch,
Cumnock Church Hall, £4

Thursday 18th - Coffee Bean, Art Exhibition,
New Cumnock 9.45am

Wednesday 24th - Fundraising & Events
Committee, Lugar 2pm

Saturday 27th - Church Picnic, Lugar, £3.50 12noon

Monday 29th - Publications & Multi Media
Committee 7pm



August

Sunday 2nd - Gordon Kennedy, Moderator,
New Cumnock 11.15am

Saturday 15th - Afternoon Tea, Lugar 12noon

Moderator Visit - Sunday 2" August 2026

At the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 15t"-18t"
of May, Rev Gordon Kennedy became the Moderator of the
Church of Scotland and will have a very busy year ahead of
him!

Gordon’s first charge was in New Cumnock and we are
delighted that he has asked to come to New Cumnock Church
to conduct morning worship on Sunday 2" August at
11.15am. This will be a very special occasion, and the Kirk
Session have agreed that all members of South East Ayrshire
Parish Church be invited to come along to New Cumnock that
day, there will be no worship service in Cumnock, Lugar or
Muirkirk. We do hope that you will consider coming along and
joining a memorable time of worship. A light lunch will be

served afterwards.
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Words of Wisdom is a warm and welcoming space for everyone.
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A place to meet up with friends, meet new people, have a chat,
offload your worries, or simply sit in reflective silence if you wish.
Here, you'll always find a friendly face and someone on hand for you.

A PLACE FOR THE COMMUNITY
& At the heart of the community for the last 30 years.

A place to connect, belong and be yourself.

HELPED BY OUR AMAZING VOLUNTEERS

Our wonderful volunteers give their time so generously
to keep everything ticking.

There’s always space for new volunteers!

A FAMILY
We're more than a shop — we're a family.
Support, friendship and a listening ear are always here.

DELICIOUS FOOD MADE WITH CARE
Enjoy home baking, homemade soup and a variety
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of freshly made food.

SUPPORTING LOCAL ARTISANS
We proudly showcase and sell unique items
made by talented local artisans.

MONTHLY AFTERNOON TEA

gp We've recently introduced a monthly afterncon tea -
a wonderful opportunity to gather, relax and enjoy
good food in great company.
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; OPENING HOURS KEEP UP TO DATE!
@ Meonday, Tuesday, Follow our Facebook page
Thursday & Friday i for the latest news, events

|

and daily offerings.
10am - 3pm i Facebook comishare/18VVfaKjbjfPmibextidmwwXIfr |
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WHETHER YOU COME FOR THE COFFEE, THE CONVERSATION, OR THE QUIET,

YOU WILL ALWAYS FIND A WARM WELCOME WAITING.




Kirk Session

The Kirk Session have now met on 3 occasions and each
time we have made very good progress. All Committees
have now met and the Parish Profile Group are pushing
ahead with their work to enable us to move in the direction
of advertising for ministers.

The elders agreed to move their meetings around the parish
and so far we have met in New Cumnock twice, once in
Cumnock and our next meeting on Wednesday 5" June will
be in Muirkirk. My grateful thanks goes to all who participate
in session meetings and committee meetings and to allwho
help set up for these. Special thanks to those who have tak-
en on roles of Convener, Vice-Convener and Secretary for
each committee.

“You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you
to go and bear fruit- fruit that will last.” John 15:16

Christine Wilson

Session Clerk

MALAWI

If you have “Change for Malawi”, please give it to Fiona
Ferrans.



Treasurer’s Report

We are now into the 5" month of the new Union of South East
Ayrshire Parish Church. To say this has been a busy time for
me and the other legacy treasurers is a bit of an
understatement. The bank account had to be renamed as
South East Ayrshire Parish Church, new standing orders have
had to be putin place, signatories changed and now we need
to have new Gift Aid Forms because of the new name.

| would like to thank the legacy treasurers for their help and
assistance and hope that very soon we can get the legacy
bank accounts closed and relieve them of a lot of the work
they are still doing. Thanks also to the folk who pay the
collection money etc received on a Sunday into the bank and
then let me have the breakdown of the income every month.

Can | encourage anyone who hasn’t changed their standing
order to do so as soon as possible but | would also be very
grateful if members who currently don’t make their church
contribution by standing order to consider arranging to pay in
this way. Church contacts have the forms that are
necessary to do this and Words of Wisdom also have them.
Thanks to everyone who donates to our Church in whatever
way they do as this helps to continue the work of spreading
the good news of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. If you
are making any payment at all by cheque can you please
make your cheque out to South East Ayrshire Parish Church.

Another way to help our Income is by signing a Gift Aid
Declaration Form which is enclosed with this magazine. |If



you are a tax payer for every £1 that you donate HMRC give us
25p but we need this form from you to prove we can apply for
this refund. Everyone who has already filled in a Gift Aid
Form needs to do it again because of the change of name.
Sorry and thanks for your help in this requirement. Last
year’s donations brought in £19742.95 so far. Thank you to
all donators and to Gift Aid conveners for their hard work.
Let’s try and double that next year.

Thanks to everyone who fundraise in any way, | very much
appreciate the work that goes into these events. Let’s also
remember that the first three letters of fundraise read FUN so
while we are working hard to raise money let’s all have FUN
in doing so.

Lilly Stevenson
Treasurer

New Cumnock Art Group

Once again, by kind permission from all at the Coffee
Bean, the art group are holding their exhibition. This will be
on Thursday 18th June, during the last Coffee Bean of the
season.

We look forward to seeing everyone and perhaps encour-
age you to come along to the art group in September, and
enjoy experimenting with the different mediums available.

Alison Nairn,

Secretary



Multi-media & Publications Committee

We had our first meeting of the new committee in April. It was
a positive and productive meeting continuing the good work
and progress of the previous Multi-media and Publications
committees at New Cumnock Church.

In attendance were, Fiona Ferrans, Andy Gillies, Caroline
Gillies, Carol Ann McEwan, Andrea Middlemiss, Brenda
Peden, Ruby Whalen, Christine Wilson and Nancy Young.

Convener- Carly Anne Cree. Vice Convener-Brenda Peden
Secretary-Brenda Peden

One of our aims is to produce with the help of Elders and
members of the congregation, a Parish Church Magazine, four
times a year and advertise relevant congregational events to
the wider community using digital technology and or leaflets/
posters. Thanks, therefore, to all contributors for the
information in this first edition and particular thanks to Nancy
Young for collating all the information.

The other aim is to operate and maintain all multi-media
equipment. We are currently looking into upgrading the
equipment in New Cumnock Church and explore the
possibility of multi-media equipment being installed in
Cumnock, Lugar and Muirkirk Churches.

Work is also ongoing to update the current New Cumnock
Church Website to a South East Ayrshire Parish Website.



Thanks to Andy Gillies for his help with this.

We are fortunate to have members who have the knowledge,
experience and expertise and are willing to give their time but
we would encourage anyone who may be interested in multi-
media/digital technology to get involved. You would be made
very welcome.

Brenda Peden

Secretary

Fundraising & Events

On Wednesday the 22 nd April at 2 pm we had our first
meeting.

This was held in the church hall at New Cumnock.
A convener was appointed - Mrs Moureen Jones
Vice convener and secretary - Mrs Ann Riddell.
We discussed the way forward.

First eventis on the 27th June at Lugar Church and will be a
picnic.

Tickets will be available nearer the time from all the churches
at a cost of £3.50.

Time to be confirmed.

We have arranged to meet again on Wednesday the 24th June
at 2 pmin the Church at Lugar.

Secretary
Ann Riddell



Parish Profile Committee Update:

Each church now represented, except Muirkirk.

Mission statement was referred to and it was agreed that
elders had given some feedback and after extensive
discussion created a new Mission Statement.

'Rooted in Faith, together serving our communities through
worship and action'was favoured as it reflects our actions
and mirrored aspects of marks of mission. It was agreed that
the Parish Profile be presented in attractive design and a
photographer was selected to capture churches and key
parish attractions. It was felt that it should have:

Parish and locale maps (to be linked to information pages on
each church)

Demographics.

Photographs of the area, amenities, education, culture,
transport links etc.. All information agreeable to attracting
applications.

Many members agreed to produce an information page of
these aspects by next meeting. The profile will show this
ministerial position as an exciting new opportunity to work
and serve within a supportive team ministry.

Each church to produce a linked synopsis of their church
including buildings/descriptions, history and such. Next
meeting to be held in Cumnock Church on 6th May 2026 at
7pm.

D. Donnelly.
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Trinity Church

Trinity may be closed for worship but the members of Trinity
are still very much part of South East Ayrshire Parish church
and are an important part of this church family. All members
of every church in the union are welcome to worship in any

of the churches.

MUIRKIRK CHURCH
12:00 each Sunday. Services taken by Rev Scott Daily.

Ladies’ prayer group : 2nd and 4th Thursdays. 1.15pm at 7
Wellwood Street, Muirkirk. Please call 07833156700 if you
would like to join us.

Format : discussion of prayer points; prayer time; cup of tea.

Davida Trotter



Hello from Lugar Church

Hello everyone, Lugar Church here. We are a smallish
congregation in Lugar and if you’ve never seen our beautiful
building, come along and see us one Sunday. We are off the
main road, up a lane and if you’re eagle eyed you will spot
our red bell tower from the main road. It certainly wakes up
the locals on a Sunday morning. The Church was renovated a
few years ago, and now sports a lovely café area, and some
beautiful murals depicting scenes from Lugar, past and
present.

During the winter months, (September to May) we have a
Hub at Lugar which was set up initially as a warm place for
people to meet and to spend time talking to neighbours,
friends and even family. We provide home made soup,
sandwiches, toasties, delicious cakes, coffee and tea. There
is no charge, but a donation is welcome. The Hub is closed
now for the summer, but we look forward to reopening in
September. We’ll keep you posted.

Lugar Guild has also been meeting in the Café area and has
enjoyed a very full programme this winter. Even when a
speaker cancelled at the last-minute Marge managed to
come up with a programme which left us all in stitches and
feeling spiritually uplifted. Unfortunately, we have been
finding it difficult to find office bearers and this last year has
been especially hard on Marge Paterson as she seemed to be
filling every post herself. Marge you did a wonderful job and



your years of dedication and hard work have been really
appreciated. Next session however, we have made the
decision along with Cumnock Guild to become one instead
of two guilds. We are all really looking forward to this new
adventure.

On June the 27" we are /// v M
"

having a Church picnic in our
lovely grounds. The costis )\

£3.50 and tickets are \ ]| A~
available from any of the X\

elders. Timeis 12 noon till

\y
— Y SV, —_—

2pm.

Also in the summer months S =

we will be having an
Afternoon Tea. This will be on Saturday, 15" August 2026.
Again the time will be 12 noon till 2 pm, tickets will be
available nearer the time.

We are hoping to have a Quilting, Sewing and Crochet day.
Quilts will be on display and you can either bring your own
project or join in with a group quilt. Soup and sandwiches will
be provided, but at this time of going to print a date has not
been set. Please let us know if any of you would like to join
us, you’d be most welcome and the more the merrier.

Andrea Middlemiss
On behalf of Lugar Church



New Cumnock Sunday School

WATERS DEEP, WHERE'S MY FEET?? STANDING ON THE
ROCK.

Waves, sand, rocks, fish, boats and lots more!!

Fisherman Peter lived and worked by the seaside. Exploring
the ups and downs of Peter's life with the children is the next
plan for Sunday School. As you probably know Peter had a
habit of "putting his foot in it." So guess what? We're going to
look especially at PETER'S FEET. We started on Sunday
thinking about Peter's feet following. So can you guess what
Peter's feet will be doing next?

Easter celebrations were very special as we remembered the
death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. The children
enjoyed taking part in worship on Easter Sunday and also
making an Easter garden. They all received books and an
Easter Egg. Thank you to the yoga class who very kindly gave
the children a chocolate bunny.

We have had a few suggestions for a new name for

Sunday School . Someone suggested "MY SPACE " because
Jesus always had a space for children and we definitely want
our children to feel they belong, are important and are
celebrated within the Church family. Another suggestion was''
BLAST " as our children are always passionate, enthusiastic
and put everything into their time in Church. Hearing them
enjoying praising God is definitely a BLAST!! Do you have any
ideas ?

Is there any child you could bring on a Sunday or encourage to
come. Do you remember who first introduced you to Jesus



perhaps as a child or young person?

Could you do this for a child in your family, a neighbour or
friend. There's no greater way to show love to a child than
introducing them to Jesus. Seeds sown in early years can be
life changing. Please pray each week for each child the Lord
has placed in our midst. Remember especially leaders
seeking to mold and shape young lives Sunday by Sunday.

Every blessing as we learn and grow together.

The Sunday School leaders.




SCRIPTURE UNION

Scripture Union Scotland is 65 years old this year in 2026 first
being established in 1961. Maybe some of you reading this
magazine will have fond memories of and be grateful to have
attended S. U. groups in school, seaside missions or S. U.
camps.

Four of our young folks, Stella, Dain, Aaron and Savio recently
attended the Ayrshire Primary S. U. camp under the
leadership of Julie Bain our Ayrshire Regional Worker. The
camp was held at Lendrickmuir outdoor centre and as you
can imagine everyone had a super time. Here are some
comments our young folk would like to share. We give thanks
for this opportunity and all the work of Scripture Union in
Scotland.

Fiona McGurk







Cumnock Church

Cumnock Church meets at 10:30am each Sunday. As we are
now a union of five churches worshipping in four places, the
Kirk Session of South East Ayrshire Parish agreed that there
should be consistency across the four places of worship. To
this end it was agreed there would be four communion
services annually : March, June, September and December.
Communion Cards previously used as an invitation to attend
the service would no longer be used. The Sacrament of Holy
Communion will be celebrated on Sunday 14 June 2026 at
10.30am. This intimation is your Invitation to attend.
Communion Cards will no longer be issued by elders.

At present the Rev. Scott Daily is not allowed by the Church
of Scotland to take communion services therefore for the
communion service on 14" June the Revs. Yorke and Daily
will interchange with the Rev. Yorke preaching in Cumnock
and Muirkirk to allow these two churches to have a
communion service.

Sale of the manse 33 Barrhill Road Cumnock.

We have had contact from Ross Matthew a solicitor in the law
department of the Church of Scotland. He has advised he
has made contact with the Church of Scotland estate agency
team who will now oversee the process and we await further
contact.

Parish Profile.

A small group from all the churches in the union has been set
up to build a profile of the Parish as we look to advertising our
vacancies for two ministers. A vacancy / nominating
committee will also need to be formed and therefore we are



asking for anyone who would be interested in taking part in
this group to express your interest. For anyone connected with
the Cumnock Church please speak to lan Ronald.

The Cumnock Guild had their closing lunch in the Royal Hotel
Cumnock on 14™" April 2026 where they enjoyed a lovely meal,

friendship and fellowship. They also have planned a highly
anticipated guild and guests trip to the Trossachs and
Callander on Wednesday 13th May 2026. There will be stops in
Aberfoyle, Callander and finishing with High Tea in Castle

Carey. The Guild meet on the 2" and 4™ Tuesday of each month from
October to March..

It has been agreed for the next guild session commencing in
October 2026 that the guilds of Lugar and Cumnock will
amalgamate under the convenorship of Mrs Betty Entwhistle.
Meetings are scheduled to take place in the Cumnock Church
Hall, further details will be available in the next church
magazine.

The Rev. John Paterson has very kindly gifted the church his
library which he has built up over his ministerial career. We are
in the process of establishing this in the vestry of Cumnock
Church. This collection when organised can be used as a
library for anyone who would like to borrow any of the material.
There will be a log kept of any borrowings made but it is free for
anyone with a church connection to use.

Prayers for Schools : this is a quarterly meeting led by Dr.
Ross Adams which is open to all denominations. The meetings



are held in the Bute Hall Cumnock Church with the next
meeting scheduled for Thursday 4" June 2026 at 4:00pm.

Soup and Sweet Lunch

These are scheduled to take place in the church hall, Barrhill
Road, Cumnock on the third Wednesday of the month. There
are two scheduled prior to the summer break and these will
be held on 20" May and 17" June 2026 at 12 noon. Cost is
£4.00 payable at the door with a variety of soups and sweets
available finishing off with tea/coffee and biscuits.

Dr. Graham’s Homes Kalimpong

On 9™ April 2026 a payment of £882.78 was sent to Dr.
Graham’s Homes where we continue to support a child with
living costs and education. This sum was made up of £500
raised at the retiral offering following the funeral of David
Purdie a longstanding member and elder of the Cumnock
Church. Retiral offerings at the Holy Week Services in
Cumnock raised £282.78. Donations totalling £100 were
received during February and March giving us the grand total
of £882.78.

Publication and Multi-Media Committee

Anyone in the congregation with an interest in technology is
invited to join this committee. Please speak to Brenda Peden
or Ruby Whalen. Going forward we are now looking for Grant
funding. Meetings will be held monthly.

The church hall continues to be used across the week by
various organisations in the community.

lan Ronald



New Cumnock Flower Guild

| hope you have all been enjoying this beautiful sunshine it
certainly makes us all feel so much better . Folk have been
busy in their gardens mowing the lawns planting up their
borders and filling their tubs and hanging baskets soon there
will be an explosion of colour all around our village .

The last event for our guild was our Easter displays the
Church was tastefully decorated with all the beautiful spring
flowers what a joy it was for this very special time in our
Church calendar . Again | would like to take this opportunity
to thank each and everyone of you who faithfully gift flowers
each week which are displayed in the chancel area, also the
monetary gifts we receive they to are very much appreciated,
thank you.

| would also like to express my heartfelt thanks to Helen and
Fiona who diligently distribute the flowers each week around
the village and beyond , thank you so much .

Wishing you all a peaceful Summer. May God bless you all .

Buttercups and daisies,

Oh the pretty flowers.
Coming here this Summer,
To tell of sunny hours.
Buttercups and daisies

Are springing up all around.

Lottie Hill

Flower Guild Convener
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Alyson Margaret Kidd,

Baptisms

13 Hemmingsway , Cumnock

May Harper,
Jean McMillan,
Henry Paterson,
Marshall Goodlet,
Adam Torbett,
Nan Nisbet,
Marion Palmer,
Sandra Faddes,
Elizabeth Burns,
Tom Ross

June Connelly ,
Sadie McNair,
Anne Boyle
Janet Teese
Drew Samson
David Young
David Purdie,
Elizabeth Forgie,

Andrew Brown

George Weir,

Funerals

29 Campbell Court, Cumnock
McDonald Street, Cumnock
Craigens Road, Cumnock

141 Henderson Drive, Muirkirk
33 Blackwood Avenue, Catrine
1 Hearth Road, Cumnock

2 Hawkshaw Terrace, Muirkirk
Barshare Road, Cumnock

6b Hawkeshaw Terrace, Muirkirk
32 Kings Way, Cumnock

20 Holmhead Crescent, Logan

9 Kyle Court, Cumnock

1 Underwood Cottag, Cumnock

c/o Temple House Nursing Home,
Mossblown

5 Ardmillan Road, Girvan

James (Jimmy) McAleer



29/3/26  Marion Casagranda
1/4/26 Colin McHallum

3/4/26 Derek Rush, 11b Mansfield Heights,
New Cumnock

10/4/26 Isobel Conchar, Dalmellington Care Home
10/4/26  Lawrence McClathchie

17/4/26  Nan Samson

21/4/26  Jen McWilliams

29/4/26 John Mitchell, 6 Thornwood Drive, Lugar

30/4/26  Audrey Hunter, 161 Barshare Road, Cumnock

5/5/26 Jim Neil, 56 Elizabeth Crescen, Cumnock

Jesus said: ‘I am going there to prepare a place for you ... and | will
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where

lam.”  (John 14.2-3)

Contacts
Locum Minister Rev Ken Yorke 07762835269
Locum Minister Rev Scott Daily 01290422551
Session Clerk Christine Wilson 01290420172
Finance Lilly Stevenson
Fabric John Senior

Fundraising & Events Moureen Jones
Multimedia & Publi. Carly Anne Cree
Mission Andrea Middlemiss
Safeguarding Janet McKechnie

Magazine Nancy Young nancy241@hotmail.co.uk



South East Ayrshire Parish Church

Communicants Invitation

You are invited to join us for Communion
Sunday 7th June 2026
Lugar -9.45am, New Cumnock -11.15am

Sunday 14th June 2026
Cumnock 10.30am, Muirkirk - 12noon

“This do in remembrance of me.”

Mission Statement

Together: with God,

To encourage fellowship

By showing love and care for everyone.

In Jesus name,

To be good witness in our community.

Led by the Holy Spirit, '

To seek God in prayer, bible study and worship.

Church of Scotland No 070465 Scottish Charity No SC006025




